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DISABILITY SUPPORT IN RURAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Petition 

MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [3.08 pm]: I have a petition bearing some 800 signatures, which was delivered 
to me by one of my constituents, who walked all the way from Kalgoorlie to Perth to deliver it. I would 
appreciate it if members would listen to it. It reads — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

Petition in Relation to Disability Supports in Rural Western Australia 

We, the undersigned residents of Western Australia wish to register grave concerns regarding the 
availability and accessibility of services within the community of disability. As citizens in rural and 
remote districts, we experience considerable disadvantage in the pursuit of facilities for our family 
members.  

We earnestly request the Government and Opposition work together to address the issues as urgently as 
possible. Families affected by disability struggle to cope with the considerable financial and personal 
difficulties which are attendant with the care and responsibility of maintaining family members with 
special and unique needs.  

We request that the Government be aware that much of the wealth and strong economy this State 
currently enjoys is derived from rural communities, which support industries such as mining and 
agricultural effort. It is only fair that a proportion of this bounty is returned to these communities to 
support essential services and infrastructures.  

Amongst other issues we request:  

•  An urgent review/upgrade of the PATS scheme, which is currently completely inadequate  

•  Additional funding for respite services  

•  Increased financial support to balance loss of work/financial opportunities  

•  Increased number of education assistants to maintain our children in a mainstream school 
environment  

•  Bulk billing arrangements for parents of children requiring intensive health and therapy 
services  

•  Supported housing accommodation for our young and older adults with disabilities, within 
their own communities  

•  Provision of readily available equipment as needed (ie wheelchairs)  

•  A considerable reduction in the current waiting lists for assessment, diagnosis and therapies.  

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your 
petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray.  

The petition is the first of a very large pile of petitions that will be coming to me over the next few months. I 
congratulate Jo Russell on her work from Kalgoorlie to Perth in order to deliver these petitions. 

[See petition 309.]  
 


